[Evaluation of a DNA probe test for the detection of Legionella SPP].
Seventeen suspension of Legionella pneumophila and ten of Legionella bozemanii in saline or bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL) fluid were tested using the Gen Probe technique. The detection threshold was found to be 10(3)-10(4) CFU/ml. Specificity and sensitivity were evaluated by using the probe on 8 suspensions of bacteria other than Legionella and by performing a comparative study of the probe test, direct immunofluorescence and culture with 103 specimens (BAL fluid in most instances) from 92 patients with possible legionellosis. Sensitivity was found to be acceptable (3 of the 4 culture-positive specimens were positive by the probe test) and specificity was 100% despite the fact that most (80/99) BAL specimens were not sterile and regardless of the cutoff level used to define positivity. The advantages of the DNA probe test, including rapidity, simplicity and objectivity, should be weighed against its disadvantage, i.e., only acceptable sensitivity and use of radioactivity.